
 

 

 

 

NASOBA Regional School 
District  has been fortunate 
to receive an invitation to 
participate in the Science 
Lab Initiative offered by 
Massachusetts School 
Building Authority 
(MSBA).  This grant invita-
tion was awarded in June 
2012.  The goal of the grant 
is to assist high schools 
whose science facilities do 
not currently meet Twenty-
First Century standards for 
educating students.  These 
guidelines are set by the 
MSBA and there is a very 
descriptive video at http://
www.massschoolbuildings.
org/news_events/
Science_Lab_Video.  For 
our purposes this grant 
would help the high school 
address needed space, alle-
viate scheduling conflicts, 
and provide updating to 
the science wing where 
these classrooms were not 

fully renovated during the 
2002 completed renovation. 
 
We invite the community on 
a tour of the facility on ei-
ther Thursday, September 
27th at 6:30 p.m. in the 
lobby or Saturday, Septem-
ber 29th at 10:oo a.m. in the 
lobby.  Please visit our web-
site at www.nrsd.net for 
background and financing 
information, including costs 
estimated for impact on the 
district’s budget and the 
local towns.   
 
Town meetings have been 
scheduled: 
Lancaster—October 1, 2012 
Bolton—October 2, 2012 
Stow—October 29, 2012 
 
Additionally, a presentation 
of the project can be found 
at www.nrsd.net under the 
community tab labeled Sci-
ence Lab. 

smaller portions.  In some 
cases there are options for 
some low calorie foods to be 
added by the student.  Con-
diments are available for all 
students on most days, for 
example.  While the meal has 
to be balanced daily, there 
are some opportunities for 
variances because there are 
week totals and monthly to-
tals that have to be met.  At 
the high school vending ma-
chines will be installed in a 
few weeks to provide supple-

ments to regular school 
lunch.  These machines will 
allow use of the student’s 
Power School account, so 
parents will need to have a 
conversation about how to 
use these accounts in accor-
dance with what the parent 
wants to happen.  At the 
middle school there are addi-
tional snack options as well.  
Our goal is to serve a meal 
that fits the guidelines and 
that students want so your 
feedback is helpful. 

 Science Lab Renovation 

School Nutrition Rules Change 
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N A S H O B A  N E W S  

 Enrollment: High School— 
1020; FSS—850; MRE –
503; LBMS—250 Hale—300 
Center 568; Total-3491 

 Grand Opening—The Center 
School—Saturday, Septem-
ber 22, 2012, at 2:00 p.m. in 
the cafeteria.   

 Comprehensive Reporting 
Committee:  We are looking 
for parent volunteers to 
participate on our middle 
school study committee.  
This group will be writing  
the next phase of the report 
cards.  Elementary cards for 
grades three, four, and five 
are being piloted this year.  
If you are interested, please 
contact Patrick Perkins at 
pperkins@nrsd.net. 

 The CRC will hold a parents 
night in November (TBD) to 
explain to parents the pilot 
and review how the report 
card will be completed by 
teachers. 

Tennis Courts Almost  
Complete 

New Track Installed 

School Nutrition Rules 
have gone into effect that 
change the serving por-
tions, the calorie totals and 
combinations allowed for a 
typical school lunch.  Our 
district has been working 
toward these standards for 
a number of years, how-
ever, with the full imple-
mentation taking effect on 
September 4 many stu-
dents, especially middle 

school and high school 
students have noticed the 
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Substantial Detrimental Effect 
I appreciate the correspon-
dence with regard to safety 
at our high school.  Parents 
have articulated they believe 
their children are safe, nerv-
ous, or even scared because 
they learned that there were 
students attending that had 
been charged with felonies 
involving weapons.  We do 
not want our students or 
staff to be nervous or scared.  
  
Our job is to make sure that 
the school is safe.  Safety 
steps that we take every day:   
 

Doors are locked within 
10 minutes of 
morning bell. 

Security cameras are 
pointed toward the 
parking lot, en-
trances, and hall-
ways. 

Supervision of all hall-
ways when students 
are present.  

Administrative presence 
in hallways during 
classes. 

Staff are trained to 
share any informa-
tion that is out of 
the norm.    

Students on a safety 
plan meet routinely 

with an adult.   
Routinely, the team reviews 

security measures to 
make sure all goes 
well.   

  
While administration, teachers 
and staff have managed the 
opening of school very success-
fully, increased measures of 
security can be taken to help our 
students and parents feel more 
secure. Dr. Graham and his 
team are able to address in 
safety plan actions such as ran-
dom book-bag searches, locker 
searches and car 
searches.  These are done with-
out student notice and are done 
at random times so as no stu-
dent can plan for their “search.”  
Routine meetings with guidance 
staff are also often part of safety 
plans.  Student and parent 
meetings are also key to the 
success of safety plans.  Staff 
can and do respond to student, 
parents and staff information 
that is shared anony-
mously.   They work closely with 
our local police departments.   
  
What we can not do is create a 
circumstance where by the na-
ture of our actions we create a 
climate of mistrust and suspi-
cion.   
  

The concerns raised are being 
addressed.  The strategies out-
lined above inform us as to 
whether or not there are weap-
ons, drugs or harmful elements 
being brought onto the campus 
or into the school.  Searches will 
not be announced, nor will the 
outcomes, unless it is believed 
such an announcement is in the 
best interests of the learning 
community; and in so doing, we 
would be meeting our goal of 
increased safety.  Dr. Graham 
reviews how to continue  the 
positive culture of our school 
routinely with his staff, and will 
not let anyone’s negative actions 
harm the safety of the student 
body or staff.    
 
Our staff is vigilante about the 
presence of any known safety 
concern and will address it in a 
swift manner immediately.  This 
includes, if necessary, the exclu-
sion of any student who disrupts 
the focus of our student body 
and creates a substantial detri-
mental effect.  If any such action 
occurs, Dr. Graham knows that 
he has my full support to take 
whatever action that is neces-
sary to keep our students safe. 
 
The high school team is keeping 
all kids safe and focused on 
learning.   

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ’ s  R e p o r t  S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 1 2  

Road Repair 

I have been informed by 
Harold Brown, DPW Direc-
tor  for the Town of Bolton 
that the following roads 
will be closed for construc-
tion starting next week: 

 

Wilder Road, closed on 
Tuesday Sept 25th for 1 day 
to repair a culvert. 

 

Starting on Thursday Sept 
27th Route 117 from Lan-
caster will be reduced to 
one lane starting at the 
Lancaster town-line and 
moving toward Wilder 
Road over approximately 
six (6) days.  We should be 
prepared for heavy delays 
on 117 over the next week, 
starting at 7 a.m. continu-
ing through 7 pm each day, 
for all bussing and after 
school events. 



MCAS Reporting (www.doe.mass.edu) 

GR /Sub 

Advanced  Proficient  Needs Improve  Warning/ Failing 

CPI  SGP Dist  St  Dist  St  Dist  St  Dist  St 

3 ELA  16  15  55  46  25  30  4  9  89.6  N/A 

3 Math  41  27  34  34  19  25  6  14  89.7  N/A 

4 ELA  15  13  55  44  24  30  6  14  87.7  48 

4 Math  20  16  48  35  29  36  4  12  89.3  53 

5 ELA  30  17  48  44  18  28  3  11  92.6  64 

5 Math  45  25  36  32  13  26  5  17  92.2  60 

5 STE  46  22  34  30  17  34  4  14  92.8  N/A 

6 ELA  33  18  52  48  11  22  4  11  93.8  68 

6 Math  48  27  31  33  15  24  6  16  91.6  67 

7 ELA  17  15  72  56  9  21  2  7  96.1  41 

7 Math  38  20  40  31  19  30  3  18  91.6  60 

8 ELA  22  18  70  63  6  14  2  6  97.5  54 

8 Math  35  22  38  30  20  28  7  19  88.1  55 

8 STE  6  5  52  38  35  38  7  20  82.8  N/A 

10 ELA  59  37  35  51  4  9  2  3  98.4  54 

10 Math  72  50  20  28  5  15  3  7  97.1  42 

10 STE  46  24  42  45  10  25  2  6  95.9  N/A 

All ELA  27  19  56  50  14  22  3  9  93.7  54 

All Math  43  27  35  32  17  26  5  15  91.3  57 

All STE  31  17  43  37  21  32  4  13  90  N/A 


